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Rocky Mountain Fever Season 


During the next few weeks, Rocky Mountain 
spotted fever will reach the peak of its seasonal prev- 
alence. While this disease is not so prevalent in Calli- 
fornia as it is in Montana and Idaho, a considerable 


number of cases occur 
each year in the north- 
eastern part of this State. 
Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever is transmitted 
through the bite of the 
wood tick, Dermacentor 
Andersom, although lab- 


oratory experiments have 
_ shown that it may be pro- 


duced by the eastern dog 
tick and also by the Der- 
macentor Occidental, 
which is found in Cali- 
fornia. It has been learned 
that all of these ticks may 
exist in some territories of 
eastern California and 
they also are found in 
eastern Montana and 
western Dakota. It is 
believed now that many 
of the indefinite infections 


which have not yet been classified may be due to wood 
Considerable investigational work along 
these lines is being undertaken. A parasite which is 
destructive to wood ticks was imported from France 


tick bites. 


accomplished. 


A MESSAGE FROM DR. DICKIE 


My tenure of office as Director of the State Depart- 
ment of Public Health has terminated. Upon depart- 
ing, it is my desire, in this manner, to express my 
thanks to all of those individuals who have contrib- 
uted to the advancement of the public health in 


California during the ten years of my administration. 


The health officers of the cities and counties of Cali- 


fornia, the members of the State Board of Public © 


Health and those of the departmental staff have all 
been of great assistance to me; without their support 
the record of good health during the past decade, 
could not have been made possible. To have been 
associated, intimately, with these zealous workers is 
a great pleasure and to have taken part, with them, 
in activities which lead, actually, to the prevention of 
sickness and suffering, is a rare privilege. 

| am sure that my successor will receive the same 
support that has been accorded to me and I turn the 
work of the department over to him with sincere 
felicitations. Safeguarding the public health is a 
trust that places responsibilities upon many individ- 
uals and I am certain that, with the continued sup- 
port of public health workers throughout the State, 
such safeguards may be strengthened materially and 


- many more lives be saved and much suffering be pre- 


vented in our favored Commonwealth. 
WALTER M. DICKIE, M. D. 


a few years ago. The work that has been done in 
developing this parasite, in order to control tick-borne 
diseases, indicates that worth while results may be 


At a meeting of the 


Association held at Fort 


W orth in October last 


year, resolutions which 


urged extension of the 
scope of work in Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever 
control by the United 
States Public Health Serv- 
ice were adopted. Since 
most of the western states 


are affected and since 
there is a potential menace 


in Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever to all of the states, 
it would appear that the 
control of the disease is 
really a matter of na- 
tional concern. 


In the last biennial of 
the Montana State Board 
of Health, Dr. W. F. 


Cogswell, Secretary, makes the following interesting 

resume of Rocky Mountain spotted fever control: 
‘‘The unwritten history of the investigational work 

of Rocky Mountain spotted fever, would, if written, 


a 


av 
4 
4 
| { 
a 
| 
[ | 
it | 
| 
: merican Public Health 
| 
| 


on 


~ 


— 


>. 
eter 


£ 


_Weellly Bulletin, California Department of Public H J anuary 31, 931. 


read like a romance. From the inception of the work — 
_ by the Montana State Board of Health in April, 1901, | 


until the present time, the investigation and eontrol 


work has been going on. 


The action of the Siidiiont of the first State’ Board 


of Health of Montant in contributing their salaries 


and: expenses to the work; how the services of Dr. 


Wilson and Dr. Chowning of the University of Min- | 


nesota were enlisted ; a description of their work; the 
enlistment of the United States Public Health Service 
and a description of its work and of its efforts through 


all the years, culminating in the production of the 


Spencer-Parker vaccine for the prevention of the dis- 


ease; the work of Dr. Ricketts of the University of. 


Chicago, and the cooperation of that university and 


the American Medical Association, financial and other- 


wise ; the work of the Federal Bureau of Entomology, 
in ene with the State Entomologist of Mon- 
tana, in working out the life history of the wood tick ; 
the work of Noguchi of the Rockefeller Foundation, 


and his attempts to produce a preventive serum; the 


work of Wolbach of Harvard University, in discover- 
ing the causative organism; the failure of all lab- 
oratory workers to cultivate this organism on artifi- 


‘eial media; the discovery of a parasite to the wood 
tick by Brumpt in France; the bringing of this para- 
site from France into America and to Montana; the 


development of millions of these parasites from a few 
original ones which were first introduced; the forma- 


tion of the State Board of Entomology of Montana — 
for the purpose of study and control of the. disease ~ 
‘and for the purpose of coordinating the activities of — 


the different organizations studying the disease; the 


erection of a laboratory at Hamilton, Montana, by the 
state legislature for. the sole purpose of furnishing 
»a proper place for research work and for the produc- 
tion of the vaccine by the United States Public Health 


Service;. the appointment of a Rocky Mountain 


spotted fever committee, representing the various 
Rocky Mountain states, at the meeting of the western 
branch of the American Public Health Association in 
- Salt Lake City in June, 1930, done for the purpose of | 
| enlisting the support of all the Rocky Mountain states 
in the investigational work of the disease; the meet- 
‘ing of this committee in Hamilton, Montana, where 
it was decided to ask the United States Public Health 
Service to take over all this work, including the para- 


site work; the awarding of two gold medals by the 


American Medical Association to workers on this dis- 
ease; the tragic death of six laboratory workers dur- 
ing the intervening years—all this should be written 
‘up in detail and kept as a permanent record, and 


should be done before those who have been active in 


the. work, on. 


sible contact. 


TUBERCULOSIS IS NOT A NEW DISEASE 


‘There has been a tendency, during recent years, 
upon the part of large groups of well-informed indi- 
‘viduals to overlook the important fact that ‘‘ tuber- 
culosis is an infection mainly spread from man to man 
through tuberculosis sputum.’’ 
wider dissemination of information relative to immu- 
nity and theories of immunity is a 
‘shadowing the fact that tuberculosis is an infectious 
Perhaps the stress that has been placed 
upon social and economic factors in tuberculosis eti- — 


It may be that the 
factor in over- 
disease. 


ology has something to do with it.. The greatly 
reduced mortality rates may, also, have an indirect 


bearing upon the production of this tendency to. dis- 


regard the infectiousness of a disease that ‘we once 


called the “‘Great White Plague.’’ 


The complacent attitude referred to ian been dis- 
turbed somewhat shockingly, recently, by several 
medical authorities whose knowledge and reputations 
are of the highest order. One of them, in fact, states, 
in toto, that every open case of tuberculosis should be 
placed in quarantine with the removal of every pos- 
To many intelligent individuals this 
seems like an extremely drastic procedure. In fact, 


it rather knocks the underpinning out from under 


the educational propaganda that has emanated from 
authoritative sources during the past few years. 

We have been told, and it is true, that the tuber- 
eulosis mortality rate began to fall before the causa- 
tive organism was discovered by Koeh in 1880. We 
have been told that the race is gradually becoming 

‘“sensitized’’ to tuberculosis and that with our 
remarkable economic advances and consequent higher 
standards of living the ‘‘ white plague’’ has been fad- 


ing rapidly into invisibility. All ofthese facts and 
many other relative data are true to @ certaim degree, 
There is also truth in the fact that tuber@ulosis isan 
infectious disease spread mainly from man tO Mian. © 
relative 


It would seem that a review of our knowledge 
to tuberculosis and its control is Necessary. 


+ 


times and better living conditions have, 


warped our perspective on the tuberculosis problem. 
We have been judging our control of this disease over 


a five-year period when, in fact, our judgment should 


be based upon its performance over a period of several 
decades. There is an epidemiological cycle in tuber- 
culosis just as there is an epidemiological cycle in 
measles. 


Man can leavin nothing unless he proceeds from the. 


known to the unknown. —Claude Bernard. 


The disparity in the time element involved 
igs enormous, but the cyele, measured by decades (or 
by centuries), may become as evident in tuberclosis as 
it is in many of the more acute infectious diseases. ' 
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‘MANY SCHOOL CHILDREN RECEIVE 
IMMUNIZATIONS 


ie Paul G. Capps, health officer of Contra Costs 


County, reports that out of 13,500 school children in of Public Health and he assumed the duties of the 


the county more than 80 per cent have been given 


- toxin antitoxin for the prevention of diphtheria and 
more than 86 per cent of these children have been 


vaccinated against smallpox. During the past year 


‘there occurred within the county 16 cases of diph- 


theria and nine cases of smallpox, with no deaths from 
either disease. 


individual record accompanies the child upon his 


removal to another school. By purchasing vaccine 


virus and toxin antitoxin serum in quantity the cost 


of immunizing the school has been kept 
at a very low figure. 


Dr. Earl Coleman, director of physical education in 
the F'resno city schools, reports that no less than 7722 


children in the schools of that city have been vac- 


cinated recently against smallpox. 


Dr. W. C. Cotton, health officer of Merced County, 
last year, vaccinated 5000 school children of the 


county against smallpox. Since the first of this year 


he has given diphtheria immunizations to 3500 chil- 


dren and is still continuing this work. In cooperation 


with the State Department of Public Health vaccina- 


tions against smallpox are also being done at the 
- present time in the city of Merced. More than 1000 


ehildren in Merced city were given immunizations 


against diphtheria last week by Dr. A. S. Parker, city 


health officer. 


In Imperial Conitity last year, 2800 children of 
Calexico, Imperial and Holtville were immunized 
er diphtheria. Dr. Warren F. Fox, county 
Officer; is continuing this immunization 


throughout the county. 


In Kings County, last year, more than 4000 children 
were eines toxin antitoxin for the prevention of 


These are but a few ‘of the remults obthined » 11 Fresno 1, Glenn County 2, Orland 2, Imperial County 2, Kern 


immunization campaigns conducted recently in var- 


lous parts of the State. In many other communities 
equally spectacular results at been obtained. 


NEW HEALTH OFFICER FOR FRESNO 
COUNTY 


Dr. James E. Pendergrass, of Clovis, has been 


appointed health officer of Fresno County to succeed 


Dr. G. L. Long. Dr. Long has served as health officer 
of Fresno County for a long period of years. Few. 


health officers in California have served their com- 


- munities for as long a term. 


Complete immunization records are 
_ kept for all school children within the county and the 


DR. G. 8. PORTER SUCCEEDS DR. W. M. DICKIE 


Governor Rolph has appointed Dr. Giles 8. Porter, 
of Los Angeles, as director of the State Department 


office on January 29th. He succeeds Dr. Walter M. 
Dickie, who has been. the administrative head of the 
department since August, 1920, Dr. Porter has been 
assistant health officer of Los Angeles for many years, 


having first become associated with the Los Angeles 


City Health Department in 1920. He served in the 
Medical Corps of the U. 8. Army, 1918-1919. He 


came to California in 1914, and before that time he 


practiced medicine in Arkansas where he was a mem- 
ber vat the State Board of Medical Examiners, 


Hight out of ten members in two families at a 


Christmas party in Los Angeles County suffered from 
food poisoning through eating headcheese which -was 


contaminated with B. Para Typhosis ‘‘B.’’ The two 
members of the party who ate none of the meat 
product did not become ill.. The headcheese was pur- 
ehased from a market about ten days before Christ- 
mas. The uneaten portion was examined in the 
laboratory of the Pasadena Health Department and 


an almost pure culture of the organism was obtained | 


from it. The investigation of the outbreak was under- 
taken by Dr. N. P. Crooks at the direction of Dr. J. 
L. Pomeroy, county health offieer. 


MORBIDITY* 


Diphtheria. 
62 cases of diphdhera have been reported, as follows: Berkg- 


ley 1, Oakland 1, Imperial County 2, El Centro 1, Kings 
County 1, Los Angeles County 3, Inglewood 1, Los Angeles 15, 


Pasadena 3, Pomona 2, Whittier 2, Gardena 1, Monterey County .. 
1, Salinas 1, Orange County 1, Fullerton 1, Huntingten Beach - 


1, ‘Riverside. 2, Sacramento 7, San Bernardino County 1, San 
Francisco 7, San Joaquin County 1, Stockton 1, Sonoma County 
1, Santa Koes 1, Tulare County Bxetet 1, Yolo 1. 


Scarlet Fe ever. 


142 cases of scarlet tava have been reported, as follows: Ala- 


meda 5, Oakland 6, Colusa County 1, Contra Costa County 1, 


County 1, Los Angeles County 21, Avalon 1, Burbank 2, Glen- 
dale 8, Huntington Park 2, Inglewood 2, Long Beach 5, Los 
Angeles 24, Montebello 1, Pasadena 1, San Fernando 1, bell 1, 
Gardena 2, Modoc County 1, Orange County 2, Anaheim 1, 
Fullerton 1, Huntington Beach 1, Santa Ana 1, Riverside 
County 1, Sacramento County 1, San Diego 1, San Francisco 11, 
San Joaquin County 6, Stockton 3, San Luis Obispo County 1, 
San Luis Obispo 1, Santa Barbara County 3, Santa Barbara 3, 
Mountain View 1, _ Watsonville 1, Vallejo 1, Tulare a 1, 
Oxnard 1, Davis 7. 


546 cases of measles have been as follows: 


- County 2, Alameda 1,.Berkeley 2, Hayward 1, Oakland 24, San 


Leandro 6, Butte County 2, Gridley 2, Contra Césta County 1, 


Fresno County 8, Fresno 5, Kingsburg 7, Reedley 1, Sanger 2, 


* From reports received on January 26th and 27th for week 


ending January 24th. 
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Calexico 1, El Centro 4, Kern County 2, Bakersfield 12, Kings 
County 4, Hanford 11, Los Angeles County 20, Azusa 6, Bev- 
erly Hills 2, Burbank 10, Covina 19, Glendale 4, Glendora 13, 


Hermosa 4, ‘Inglewood x Long Beach 26, Los Angeles 15, Mon- 


rovia 1, Pasadena 1, Pomona 5, Redondo 1, Whittier 1, Haw- 


thorne 2, West Covina » South Gate 1, Monterey Park 1, Sig- 


nal Hill 1, Bell 1, Monterey County 1, Orange County 5, Ana- 
heim 1, Fullerton 1, Huntington Beach 3, Santa Ana 1, La 
Habra 3, Placentia 2, Riverside County 9, Riverside 1, Sacra- 
mento County 3, Sacramento 1, San Bernardino County 3, Col- 
ton 27, Ontario 11, San Bernardino 46, San Diego County 8, 
San Diego 34, San Francisco 3, Manteca 1, Stockton 3, San 
Luis Obispo County 9, Paso Robles 1, San Luis Obispo 62, San 
Mateo 1, Santa Barbara County 5, Lompoc 2, Santa Barbara 
9, Santa Maria 6, Palo Alto 1, Watsonville 5, Tulare —— 5, 
Porterville 3, Visalia 4, Ventura County 31, Oxnard 6. 


Smallpox. 


82 eases of smallpox have been reported, as Alameda 
3, Gridley 5, El Dorado County 1, Fresno County 4, Kern 
County 2. Los Angeles County 14. Los Angeles 1, Merced 
County 5, Modoe County 1, Napa County 2, Napa 1, Orange 1, 
Sacramento 1, National City 1, San Francisco 2, Daly City 1, 
Solano County 1, Vallejo 5, Stanislaus County 10, Yuba City 1, 
Tulare County 10, Porterville 10. 


Typhoid Fever. 


6 cases of typhoid fever have been reported, as follows: 
Imperial County 2, Kern County 1, Los Angeles 2, Merced 
County 1. 


Whooping Cough. 
188 eases of whooping cough have been reported, as follows : 


Alameda County 2, Alameda 5, Berkeley 15, Oakland 18, Pied-— 


mont 5, Fresno 2, Kern County 12, Taft 4, Los Angeles County 


COMMUNICABLE DISEASE REPORTS 


11, Compton 1, Long Beach 2, Los Angeles 9, Pasadena 1, 
Redondo ya Santa Monica 3, South Pasadena 1, Monterey 
County 3, Riverside 19, Sacramento 7, Ontario 5, San Bernar- 
dino 1, San Diego 6, San Francisco 29, Stockton 13, Santa Bar- 
bara County 6, Lompoc 1, Santa Barbara 3, Sunnyvale Z. 


Meningitis (Epidemic). | 

6 cases of epidemic meningitis have been reported, as follows: 
Oakland 1, Fresno County 1, Los Angeles County 1, Los Ange- 
les 1, Santa Barbara 1, California 1.7 


Poliomyelitis. 
7 cases of poliomyelitis have been reported, as follows: San 


_ Francisco 4, San Jose 1, Santa Rosa 1, Tulare County 1. 


Leprosy. 
Los Angeles County reported one case ‘of leprosy. 


Encephalitis (Epidemic). 


2 cases of epidemic encephalitis . have been reported, as fol- 
lows: San Francisco 1, Woodland 1. 


Trichinosis. 


2 cases of trichinosis have been reported, as follows: San 
Francisco 1, Solano County 1. 


Undulant Fever. 
Orange County reported one case of undulant fever. 


,Tularemia. 


San Jose reported one case of tularemia. 


7 Cases charged to “California”? represent patients ill before 
entering the state or those who contracted their illness traveling 
about the state throughout the incubation period of the disease. 
These cases are not chargeable to any one locality. 


1931 1930 
Week ending Reports Week ending _| Reports sx” se 
for week for week é 
Disease ending ending 
| Jan. 24 | Jan. 25 
Jan. 3 | Jan. 10 | Jan. 17 Jan. 4 | Jan. 11 | Jan. 18 — | 
Chickenpox and measles are 
Chickenpox. -——-----. 312 546 524 535 305 523 478 443 on the increase. 
61 67 73 62 105 89 | 
eneniney (Amoebic) - - - 0 0 0 1 0 0 1 0 —~r 
Dysentery (Bacillary) --- 0 3 2 2 0 2 0 0 
a 22 19 32 27 ; 03 28 16 Animal rabies is stil] 
Food Poisoning--------- 3 0 0 0 0 10 0 0. ; es 18 § running 
German Measles- --- ---- 8 14 10 8 11. 21 17 20 high. 
Gonococcus Infection - - - 162 | 145 157 154 98 138 100 121 
4 96 63 93 1 17 43 
| 
Jaundice (Epidemic) -- -- 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 0 — 
Measles 209 316 | 412 546 190 578 499 628 Influenza shows no abnormal 
itis (Epidemic) - 12 
li a Re 148 248 308 263 367 456 573 475 prevalence. 
eliaiais Neonatorum 0 0 0 0 1 1 0 | 
neumonia 
Poliomyelitis---.-------- 14 7 11 7 2 3 1 
80/68} 163] 82 101 Two cases of trichinosis have 
107 179 
0 1 1 0 0 0 1 | been reported. 
Sn 5 1 0 0 1 2 6 3 
cee 0 0 0 2 17 34 4 7 
Tuberculosis. .....-.--- i 185 261 171 180 188 223 193 152 
0 0 0 | 0 0 0 0 
Typhoid Fever- -------- 14 6 8 6 4 7 3 3 
Undulant Fever____---- 0 sided 1 1 4 1 2 0 
Whooping Cough------- 76 155 173 188 73 134 119 152 | 
1,728 2,384 2,568 2,570 1,993 3,030 3,019 2,882 
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